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Putting in the hours
 -Annie KAte Herlong
AVS	students,	as	well	as	students	 from	other	majors	and	








contact	 farm	managers	 to	 assess	 qualifications	 and	work	
schedules.	Many	student	employees	start	off	as	volunteers.
Our	student	workers	come	from	a	range	of	backgrounds,	
and	 they	 choose	 to	 work	 on	 the	 farms	 for	 a	 variety	
of	 reasons.	 For	 Emily	 Stewart-Foxx,	 sophomore	 AVS,	
working	 at	 the	 LaMaster	Dairy	Center	means	 preparing	
for	her	chosen	career	path.	“After	I	graduate	I	want	to	start	
working	at	a	research	farm	and	eventually	manage	my	own.	













Sophomore, Emily Stewart-Foxx,  helps a new calf 
adjust to bottle feeding at the Lamaster Dairy Center.
Continued on Page 1
WELCOME TO THE 6TH EDITION OF 
THE AVS CORNER!
Hello,	 from	 the	 corner	 office	 and	 welcome	
to	another	addition	of	 the	AVS	Corner.	Our	
student	 editors	 have	 been	 working	 hard	 this	
fall	to	bring	you	a	series	of	new	articles.	There	
is	 a	 faculty	 spotlight	 on	Dr.	Nathan	 Long,	 a	
tenure	track	Assistant	Professor	hired	in	2012,	












Bodine’s	 and	 Dr.	 Lascano’s	 technician,	 has	
retired	 after	 30	 years	 from	 the	 department	
for	 medical	 reasons,	 please	 keep	 her	 and	
her	 family	 in	 your	 thoughts	 and	 prayers.	Dr.	
Saphala	Dhital	was	recruited	recently	to	fill	Ms.	
Rodgers	open	position.	Ms.	Stephanie	O’Brien	
left	 the	 department	 this	 fall	 for	 another	
opportunity	with	the	College	of	Engineering,	
and	we	were	very	fortunate	to	be	able	to	recruit	
Ms.	 Lauren	 St.	 Clair	 to	 fill	 the	 vacancy.	Ms.	
Rebecca	 Shirley	 (Senior	 Lecturer	 focused	 on	
the	equine	program),	accepted	a	new	position	
with	 the	 research	 office	 on	 campus.	 Finally,	
after	 19	 years	 with	 Clemson	 University,	 Ms.	














Administrative	 Assistant.	 We	 plan	 to	 have	
the	first	3	positions	filled	by	August	15,	2017	







accident	 this	 fall.	 Please	 keep	 his	 family	 in	
your	 thoughts	 and	 prayers	 (especially	 during	
the	upcoming	holiday	season).	The	Block	and	
Bridle	Club	is	currently	working	on	setting	up	
a	 scholarship	 in	 his	 honor	 and	 once	 it	 is	 in	
place,	 we	will	 provide	 all	 of	 you	 information	
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1As	a	farm	employee,	they	get	exposure	to	management	
and	 production,	 guided	 by	 staff	 and	 other	 student	
co-workers,”	 says	 Lindsay	Dacus,	 Starkey	 Swine	 Farm	







While	 being	 a	 employee	 for	 one	 of	Clemson’s	 farms	
allows	 students	 to	 obtain	 practical	 knowledge,	 it	 also	




that	were	new	 to	me.	 If	 you	would	have	asked	me	 to	
drag	 a	 field	 last	 year	 I	 wouldn’t	 have	 known	 where	
to	 start,”	 says	 AVS	 sophomore	 	 Julia	 Schaumann,	







contributing	 to	 the	 university	 this	 way,”	 Schaumann	
says.
The	 farms	at	Clemson	University	 are	 just	one	of	 the	
things	 that	make	 this	 school	 very	 unique.	We	 thank	
all	 of	 the	 student	 employees	 for	 their	 hard	 work	 in	
maintaining	a	healthy	and	productive	environment	for	
the	employees	and	managers	as	well	as	the	animals.
























Nathan	Long!	He	has	 been	 in	 the	AVS	Department	 at	Clemson	
University	 for	 approximately	 four	 years.	 Before	 coming	 here,	 he	
worked	 in	 the	 Animal	 Science	 Department	 at	 the	 University	 of	
Arizona	for	a	little	over	a	year.	He	is	originally	from	Sandy	Springs,	
South	 Carolina	 and	 received	 his	 undergraduate	 degree	 from	
Clemson.	After	traveling	west	to	further	his	education,	he	decided	
to	come	back	to	Clemson	to	be	closer	to	his	family.
After	 completing	 his	 undergraduate	 degree,	 Dr.	 Long	 received	
his	MS	 from	 the	University	 of	Georgia	 and	his	 doctorate	 degree	
from	Oklahoma	State	University.	He	 then	did	his	 post-doctorate	













3HANDS ON LEARNING FOR AVS TIGERS
The	AVS	Department	 has	 long	 felt	 that	 internships	
provide	an	important	avenue	for	facilitating	learning	
and	 developing	 hand-on	 skills.	 Internships	 allow	
students	 to	 strengthen	 skills	 that	 they	 learn	 in	class,	
to	 gain	 practical	 knowledge	 in	 the	 field	 of	 Animal	
Science,	 and	 to	 determine	 which	 aspects	 of	 the	
industry	they	want	to	go	into.	Each	student	is	required	







after	 rehabilitation”	 while	 interning	 at	 Volunteers	
for	Wildlife.	Dani-Irene	Chaney,	who	interned	at	the	
Holland	Military	Dog	Hospital,	had	the	opportunity	
to	 see	 what	 it	 was	 like	 to	 be	 an	 Army	 veterinarian.	
She	shared,	“I	think	that	every	student	should	do	an	
internship	 as	 part	 of	 their	 college	 experience!”	 The	






THEY’VE GOT OUR BACK
Behind	 the	 scenes	 of	 every	 great	
department	 are	 even	 greater	 support	
staff	 that	keep	 the	wheels	and	cogs	of	
departmental	 operations	 greased	 and	
turning.	 	 Without	 these	 individuals,	
departmental	 progress	 would	 grind	
to	 a	 halt.	 	 AVS	 support	 staff	 navigate	
multiple	and	often	confusing	university	
systems	 and	 keep	 the	 Department	
Chair,	 faculty	 and	 students	 abreast	
of	 the	 latest	 university	 policies	 and	
procedures.	 	 If	 it	 weren’t	 for	 our	





staff	 and	 also	 to	 let	 them	 know	 how	
much	 we	 appreciate	 everything	 they	
do.	When	you	are	in	town,	please	feel	
free	to	drop	by	and	say	hello,	and	thank	
these	 professionals	 for	 keeping	 your	
department	great.		
Opal	 Rousey	 has	 worked	 at	 Clemson	
for	 19	 years	 and	 has	 been	 the	




College.	 Her	 favorite	 thing	 about	 her	










job	 is	 working	 with	 students.	 When	
she	is	not	at	work,	she	enjoys	walking,	








gotten	 to	 know	 people	 from	 all	 areas	
of	 the	 University.	 When	 she	 is	 not	
working,	she	enjoys	camping,	spending	
time	 with	 her	 granddaughters,	 and	
going	on	mission	trips	with	her	church.	
Our	 newest	 addition	 is	 Mrs.	 Lauren	
St.	 Clair.	 She	 started	 her	 role	 as	 the	
Student	Registration	Coordinator	 this	
semester.	Read	more	 about	 Lauren	 in	
our	“New	Faces”	section!
Jillian Western participated in 
an internship at the Greenville 
Zoo this past summer. She 
most enjoyed taking care 
of the animals, particularly 
reptiles because  “at Clemson 
[we] don’t get much exposure 
to them.” Her internship 
allowed her to observe the 
role of veterinarian in a zoo 
setting and has been the 
highlight of her Clemson 
experience! 
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community	 service.	 Several	 former	Lifeguards	 (student	mentors)	 applied	 and	




Library,	 Fike,	 the	Union,	 and	Harcombe	 dining	 hall.	WAVS	was	 very	 active	































Layton’s	help,	 the	 sorority	became	more	 involved	on	
campus,	and	even	began	partnering	with	the	Louisiana	
State	University	Chapter	 of	 Sigma	Alpha,	 located	 in	
Baton	 Rouge.	 Members	 shipped	 over	 fifteen	 boxes	
worth	of	donations	to	sisters	and	other	organizations	
in	Louisiana	who	were	impacted	by	the	recent	flooding.	
Other	 accomplishments	 this	 semester	 included	 the	
Alumni	 Parent	 Tailgate	 and	 the	 CAFLS	 Tailgate.	
The	girls	look	forward	to	the	upcoming	events	in	the	
spring,	such	as	the	6th	Annual	Stud	Auction	and	the	
sisterhood	 retreat.	 Please	 email	 satauchapter@yahoo.
com	to	join	our	email	list	and	national	newsletter!
-rAcHel PAyne
5From the Field: clubs and organizations
AVS AMBASSADORS
ALL ABOUT THE AMBASSADORS
AVS	Ambassadors	 have	 kicked	 off	what	 is	 sure	 to	
be	 a	 banner	 year	 with	 14	 enthusiastic	 members.	
The	 goal	of	 an	AVS	Ambassador	 is	 to	make	 every	
student,	whether	transfer,	incoming,	or	prospective,	
feel	 welcomed	 in	 the	 Department	 of	 Animal	 and	







they	 had	 an	 opportunity	 to	 join	 clubs	 and	 meet	
their	 professors.	 We	 also	 dedicate	 each	 fall	 and	
spring	 to	 welcoming	 prospective/newly	 accepted	
students	and	their	families	into	the	department.	We	
attended	 CAFLS	 fall	 recruiting	 events	 and	 spoke	
with	 prospective	 students	 about	 our	 experiences	
with	academics,	 clubs,	 research,	 study	abroad,	and	
a	multitude	of	other	opportunities.	These	types	of	
events	 contribute	 to	 improving	our	undergraduate	
numbers.	 Many	 of	 our	 AVS	 students	 cite	 these	
events	as	a	major	factor	in	why	they	chose	Clemson,	



















CLEMSON COLLEGIATE HORSEMAN’S ASSOCIATION














SO YOU WANNA BE A VET?
The	Clemson	University	Pre-Vet	Club	had	many	great	speakers	come	inform	members	
about	 their	 future	 career	 as	 a	 veterinarian.	We	 had	Dr.	 Stafford,	 an	 equine	 vet	 from	













From the Field: clubs and organizations
DAIRY SCIENCE CLUB
A DAIRY HAPPY FAMILY
The	Dairy	 Science	Club	 started	 out	 fall	 semester	with	 a	 “Dairy	
Social,”	 a	 great	 time	 to	 meet	 new	 students,	 hang	 out	 with	 old	
friends,	 beat	 the	 heat	 with	 a	 big	 bowl	 of	 ice	 cream,	 and	 enjoy	
the	 company	 of	 the	 calves	 and	 cows.	 Guest	 speakers	 presented	
information	about	the	latest	trends	in	the	dairy	industry.		During	
the	semester,	the	show	team	was	instrumental	in	building	bonds	


















and	 exciting	 plans	 for	 the	 2016-2017	 school	 year.	 The	 PSC	has	
been	 very	 focused	 on	marketing	 the	 club	 to	 the	 general	 public	













MAKING MEMORIES WITH THE 2016 TEAM
Another	 fall,	 another	 busy	 season	 for	 the	 Clemson	 University	
Intercollegiate	 Livestock	 Judging	 Team.	 The	 team,	 consisting	
of	Dorian	Green,	Hope	Morris,	Harris	 Jordan,	 James	Scott	 and	


























dystocia	 classes	 to	 undergrads	 in	 animal	 science,	 attending	 the	 Sunbelt	
Ag	Expo	in	Moultrie,	GA,	setting	up	a	booth	at	the	CAFLS	Tailgate,	and	
speaking	at	the	extension	meet	and	greet,	so	students	can	learn	more	about	














Working	 alongside	 Dr.	 Vernon,	 she	 has	 helped	 craft	 a	





she	 is	 a	 full-time	 student	 at	 Francis	 Marion	 University-
because	Clemson	 is	 too	 far	of	 a	daily	 commute-	pursuing	
a	degree	in	History	with	collaterals	in	Spanish	and	Political	
Science.	Sadler	is	currently	a	junior,	and	very	proud	of	her	
3.88	GPA!	 She	 believes	 that	 you	 are	 never	 too	 old	 to	 do	




Conservation	 District.	 In	 this	 role,	 she	 works	 with	 the	
Department	of	Natural	Resources	to	help	care	for	natural	
resources	like	soil,	water,	air,	and	wildlife.	The	Department	
of	AVS	 is	 grateful	 for	her	work	on	 the	 stakeholder	board	
and	 looks	 forward	 to	continuing	 to	work	with	her	 int	he	
future!
-leslie WArd And Peyton Voirin
clemson extension student run oFFice
8alumni sPotlight
















He	 even	 worked	 as	 a	 safety	 manager	 for	 a	 few	 years.	 	 Tom	 works	 to	 manage	 a	 group	 of	







Mike Cudd and several of his colleagues and interns 
met with students at the Fall 2016 CAFLS Career Fair.
9new student PersPective













where are they now?
Laura Hayes
Class of 2012 (B.S.)




Class of 2013 (B.S.)





Class of 2009 (B.S.)






Congratulation Melissa and 
Jonathan Davis on your recent 
engagement!
Mady Kent 





Class of 2009 (B.S.)
Instructional Designer, 
Adjunct Instructor
St. Luke’s Health Care System, 
College of Western Idaho
Boise, ID
Dr. Tanya (Bruce) Thomas 
Class of 2005 (B.S.)
Veterinarian




Class of 2011 (B.S.)
Biology Teacher
Palmetto High School, 
Anderson One
Pendleton, SC













Miss	 Littles.	Miss	 Littles	 will	 sometimes	
play	fetch	and	Mr.	Biggs	likes	his	person	
(Dr.	 Strickland’s	 daughter,	 Ariana)	 so	
much	that	he	will	give	kisses	on	demand.	









She	 has	 a	 Rottweiler,	 Labrador	 retriever	
mix	named	Bella.	She	is	a	rescue	who	loves	






having	 a	 hard	 time	 finding	 a	 forever	
home	she	came	to	them	in	August	2013	
at	 12	weeks	 old.	 She	didn’t	 come	with	
a	pedigree	but	she	is	very	smart,	always	
entertaining	 and	 loving.	 They’re	 happy	
she	is	a	part	of	their	family.KATIE ELLIOT
She	has	 two	albino	New	Zealand	White	Rabbits,	
Draper	 and	 Sterling,	 that	 she	 rescued	 from	 a	





strawberries,	 peppers	 and	 papaya	 treats.	 Draper	











new Faces in avs
NEW  STUDENT 
REGISTRATION COORDINATOR
There	are	two	new	faces	around	the	AVS	department	this	semester.	
The	 first	 of	 which	 is	 Lauren	 St.	Clair.	Mrs.	 St.	Clair,	 who	 is	 the	
new	 Student	 Registration	 Coordinator,	 came	 our	 program	 from	











microbial	 profiling,	 and	 metabolite	 and	 nutrient	 analysis.	 She	
has	 two	Master’s	Degrees	which	focused	on	 	 the	role	of	antibiotic	






landscape	 and	wide	 biodiversity	 of	 plants	 and	flowers	 that	makes	
everyday	life	good.	I	am	also	enjoying	the	nice	weather	at	Clemson!”	
says	Dhital.	
-Peyton Voirin And Annie KAte Herlong
avgsa
CHILI, 5Ks, AND T-SHIRTS, OH MY!
The	Animal	 and	Veterinary	Sciences	Graduate	Student	Association	 (AVSGSA)	has	had	a	busy	 year	












Undergraduate Institution:	 The	 University	 of	
Tennessee,	Knoxville
Hometown: Limestone,	TN














about	 the	 university	 from	 my	 professors	 at	
Penn	State	and	Clemson	offered	me	a	position	
working	 with	 dairy	 calf	 nutrition	 which	 is	
exactly	 what	 I	 was	 looking	 for,	 so	 I	 couldn’t	
pass	up	the	opportunity.”	
grads on the go
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Graduate	 student	 Rebekah	 Strunk	 started	
her	 equine	 exercise	 physiology	 research	
this	 semester,	with	 the	goal	of	determining	
how	 a	 rider’s	 experience	 and	 ability	 affect	
a	horse’s	gait	and	behavior.	She	is	currently	
working	 with	 Dr.	 Kristine	 Vernon	 and	 a	
group	 of	 undergraduate	 creative	 inquiry	
students	 to	 analyze	 data	 gathered	 over	 the	
summer.	 The	 tests	 consisted	 of	 pairing	 an	
experienced	 rider	 and	 an	 inexperienced	





were	 correlated	 with	 differences	 in	 rider	
experience.	All	 of	 the	 testing	 took	place	 at	
the	 Clemson	 University	 Equine	 Center.	












AVS	 has	 been	 busy	 this	 year	 presenting	 research	 and	
publishing	 papers	 to	 disseminate	 important	 research	
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Department of Animal and Veterinary 
Sciences 







Interested in reconnecting with the AVS department? Contact us, and we can talk about what form that might take. Perhaps you’re interested in 
being a guest speaker for one of our classes, acting as a sponsor for a WAVS member or moving a pet project forward. If you saw something here 
that piqued your interest, let us know! Former club members, students and faculty — we would love to hear about what you’re up to and where 
you are!
Be sure to visit the department website for more information, to join our mailing list (mailing or email addresses) and to suggest stories for future 
newsletters.
Find us at: clemson.edu/cafls/departments/animal_vet_science/
For general inquiries, please contact:
Jim Strickland Opal Rousey Kathy Still  
AVS Department Chair Administrative Assistant Student Service Program Manager & Freshman Advisor
jrstric@clemson.edu orousey@clemson.edu ktstill@clemson.edu 
(864) 656-3138 (864) 656-3428 (864) 656-3162
For newsletter inquiries, please contact:
Johanna Johnson
Lecturer
johann3@clemson.edu
(864) 656-0493
